
COYB’s The Nutcracker 
Traditionally, the ballet The Nutcracker begins with a Christmas party hosted by Clara’s parents.  Her Godfather, Herr 

Drosselmeyer, presents Clara with a Nutcracker doll.  Clara loves the doll, however she is not allowed to bring it to bed 

with her.  Clara sneaks back downstairs to retrieve her doll, only to find the house has transformed and there are large 

mice led by a Mouse Queen that attack her.  Her doll becomes life sized and a battle ensues.  Clara helps the Nutcracker 

win the battle which breaks the spell the doll has been under and the Nutcracker transforms into a Prince.  The Prince 

then takes Clara on a journey through a snow filled forest on their way to the Land of the Sweets (Act II).   
 

Act II opens in the Land of the Sweets, Clara and the Prince arrive, and each sweet dances for Clara to thank her for 

rescuing the prince.  These divertissements comprise the rest of Act II until it is time to say good-bye to Clara. 

 

In COYB’s narrated version of The Nutcracker, the ballet opens with glimpses of the party preparations. (“Pre-Party 

Crossings”)  The party includes an Arabian and Chinese Ambassador who bring dancers (“Arabian” and “Chinese”) to 

perform for the guests (two of the traditional Act II divertissements), and a warning to the Baron/Baronness (Sugar Plum 

Fairy/Snow Queen) that the Land of the Sweets is under attack (“Visionary Mice/Fairies).  Clara goes back downstairs to 

find her doll, the house transformed, and the Nutcracker to be life-sized, however there is not yet a battle.  The 

Nutcracker leads Clara through the snow to the Land of the Sweets. 

 

Act II opens with a recap of our story so far (“Vignettes”).  Clara and the Nutcracker arrive and are greeted by the Sweets 

(“Prologue”).  Now the Mouse Queen and her mice attack.  The battle is still won with Clara’s help, and the Nutcracker 

turns into a Prince.  The kingdom is restored (“Color”) and all the grateful Sweets perform for Clara and the Prince, until 

it is time to say “good-bye” (“Finale”). 

 


